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In  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives,  March  ist,  pending  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  obscene  literature 
&c.  Mr.  Merriam  spoke  as  follows  : 


con 


Mr.  Speaker — The  purposes  of  this  bill,  are  so  clearly  in  the  best 
interests  of  morality  and  humanity,  that  I  trust  it  will  receive  the 
unanimous  voice  of  Congress.  It  is  terrible  to  contemplate  that 


more  than  six  thousand  persons  are  daily  employed  in  a  carefully 


organized  business,  stimulated  to  activity  by  all  the  incentives  that 
avarice  and  wickedness  can  invent,  to  place  in  the  schools  and  homes 
of  our  country,  books,  pictures  and  immoral  appliances,  of  so  low 


and  debasing  a  nature  that  it  would  seem  as  if  the  brute  creation 
itself  would  turn  from  it  in  disgust. 

I  am  sure  this  American  Congress  will  not  only  give  all  the  aids 
of  legislation  for  the  annihilation  of  this  trade,  but  that  the  outraged 
manhood  of  our  age  will  place  in  the  strongest  possible  manner  its 
seal  of  condemnation  upon  the  low  brutality  which  threatens  to 
destroy  the  future  of  this  Republic  by  making  merchandise  of  the 
morals  of  our  youth.  Recent  revelations  have  convinced  us  that 
no  home,  however  carefully  guarded,  no  school  however  select,  lu  _  „ 
been  safe  from  these  corrupting  influences.  The  purity  and  beauty  Ni 


of  womanhood  have  been  no  protection  from  the  insults  of  this  trade. 

It  may  well  be  doubted,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  war,  pestilence,  or  famine 
could  leave  deeper  or  more  deadly  scars  upon  a  nation  than  the  gen¬ 
eral  diffusion  of  this  pestilential  literature.  The  history  of  nations 
admonishes  us  that  even  our  fair  Republic  will  be  of  but  short  dura¬ 
tion  unless  the  vigor  and  purity  of  our  youth  be  preserved.  Philos¬ 
ophers  and  legislators  have  stood  bewildered  before  the  revelations 
of  crime  and  depravity  in  this  our  day,  when  every  incentive  of 
religion  and  education  that  circles  about  our  civilization  ought  to 
ennoble  and  elevate  mankind.  No  revelation,  until  the  unearthing  of 
this  scandal  upon  our  age,  has  solved  the  mystery. 

The  pride  of  our  people  in  their  schools  may  well  be  humbled 
over  the  revelations  presented  by  one  young  man  in  New  York,  in 
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the  employ  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  whose  hand 
with  determined  and  commendable  energy  is  falling  heavily  upon  the 
workers  in  this  detestable  business— he  exhibits  to  us  more  than 
ifteen  thousand  letters  seized  from  the  dealers  and  publishers  in 
^ew  York  city  ;1  etters  written  by  students  of  both  sexes  throughout 
nir  land  ordering  obscene  literature.  Fathers  and  mothers  have 
ested  secure  in  the  consciousness  of  performed  duty,  while  unbe- 
;nown  to  them  their  children  even  in  some  of  our  best  schools  were 
tudents  of  a  debasing  literature,  thrust  upon  them  by  insidious  and 
:owardly  hands— a  literature,  the  very  nature  of  which  would  be 
tidden  by  the  young  from  the  eyes  of  teacher  and  parent— a  litera- 
ure  which  kindles  and  inflames  the  brute  forces  born  in  man,  and 
>ver  which  religion  and  education  strive  to  obtain  the  mastery. 

By  examinations  into  the  accumulations  at  “  the  dead-letter  office” 
ind  the  seizures  in  New  York  city,  we  find  that  the  dealers  in  ob- 
;cene  literature  have  organized  circulating  libraries,  which  are  under 
he  charge  of  the  most  vicious  boys  in  the  schools,  boys  chosen  and 
raid  by  the  venders,  and  who  circulate  among  the  students,  at  ten 
cents  a  volume,  any  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-four  obscene 
cooks  heretofore  published  in  New  York  city ;  fortunately  most  of 
he  stereotype  plates  of  these  books  have  been  recently  destroyed. 

The  existence  of  this  literature  has  been  traced  to  schools  in  the 
fery  capital  of  our  nation,  where  its  pernicious  influence  has  sent  to 
positive  destruction  some  promising  youths,  who,  but  for  the  deadly 
coison  instilled  into  their  young  minds  might  have  developed  into 
vise  and  good  men.  This  species  of  literature  has  also  been  found 
n  some  of  the  best  schools  of  New  York  city  and  Brooklyn,  in  the 
alleges  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  colleges  and  seminaries  of  Ohio. 
Mo  State  or  Territory  is  exempt  from  the  presence  of  its  pernicious 
nfluence. 

Among  the  seizures  made  in  New  York  are  found  twenty  separate 
orders  recorded  on  the  books  of  a  dealer,  coming  from  the  librarian 
cf  a  public  school  in  one  of  our  proudest  western  States. 

It  is  not  surprising,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  these  revelations  have  ama¬ 
zed  and  alarmed  members  of  Congress.  The  masses  of  our  people, 
doubtless  as  ignorant  hitherto  as  ourselves,  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  this  fearful  evil — will  not  wonder  that  their  Representatives  have 
consented  to  enter  upon  an  investigation  of  a  most  disagreeable  and 
sickening  nature,  nor  would  they  pardon  us  should  we  fail  to  put  an 
end  to  this  nefarious  and  diabolical  traffic — a  traffic  so  profitable  to 
the  dealers  that  many  large  fortunes  have  been  accumulated  in  the 
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usiness.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  final  suppression  ol 
lis  trade,  that  all  available  information  upon  the  subject  be  placed 
efore  Congress  and  the  country.  The  following  letter  has  been 
received  in  the  course  of  our  investigations,  and  its  author  deserves 
the  thanks  of  all  good  men : 

Brooklyn,  January  i8,  1873. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  12th  inst.,  in  which  you  ask  for  a  statement  from  me  in  reference  to  the 
traffic  in  obscene  literature.  In  reply,  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  this  business  since  about  one  year  ago.  At  that  time  I  knew  only 
one  place  where  this  business  was  carried  on.  The  dealer  was  arrested,  his 
papers  “  pigeon-holed,”  and  he  continued  on  in  the  same  business,  even 
letting  out  these  vile  books  at  ten  cents  per  week  to  the  youths  and  child¬ 
ren  of  our  public  schools.  In  seeking  to  procure  the  arrest  of  this  man 
again,  I  was  betrayed  by  a  policeman,  who  has  since  been  dismissed  from 
the  service  upon  my  preferring  charges  against  him  to  our  Police  Commis¬ 
sioners.  After  this  the  Sunday  Mercury  came  out  against  me,  and  said  “  if, 
I  was  the  Christian  man  I  professed  to  be,  I  could  find  plenty  of  these  men 
in  Ann  and  Nassau  streets  and  elsewhere.”  Accordingly,  profiting  by  this 
hint,  and  by  aid  of  the  numerous  advertisements  in  this  same  paper,  the 
Day’s  Doings,  the  New  Varieties,  and  the  Illustrated  Police  Gazette,  I  have 
succeeded  in  unearthing  this  hydra-headed  monster  in  part,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  following  statement  which,  in  many  respects,  might  be  truthfully  in¬ 
creased  in  quantity.  These  I  have  seized  and  destroyed  : 

Obscene  photographs,  stereoscopic  and  other  pictures,  more  than  182,000; 
obscene  books  and  pamphlets,  more  than  5  tons  ;  obscene  letter-press  in 
sheets,  more  than  2  tons  ;  sheets  of  impure  songs,  catalogues,  handbills, 
&c.,  more  than  21,000 ;  obscene  microscopic  watch  and  knife  charms  and 
finger-rings,  more  than  5,000  ;  obscene  negative  plates  for  printing  photo¬ 
graphs  and  stereoscopic  views,  about  625  ;  obscene  engraved  steel  and  cop¬ 
per  plates,  350  ;  obscene  lithographic  stones  destroyed,  20  ;  obscene  wood-cut 
engravings,  more  than  500 ;  stereotype  plates  for  printing  obscene  books,  1 
more  than  5  tons  ;  obscene  transparent  playing  cards,  5,500  to  6,000  ;  ob¬ 
scene  and  immoral  rubber  articles,  over  30,000  ;  lead  moulds  for  manufac- 
ing  rubber  goods,  twelve  sets,  or  more  than  700  pounds  ;  newspapers  seized, 
about  4,600  ;  letters  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  ordering  these  goods, 
about  15,000 ;  names  of  dealers  in  account  books  seized,  about  6,000  ;  list 
of  names  in  the  hands  of  dealers,  that  are  sold  as  merchandise,  to  forward 
catalogues  and  circulars  to,  independent  of  letters  and  account  books, 
seized,  more  than  7,000  ;  arrest  of  dealers  since  Oct.  9,  1871,  over  50  ;  pub¬ 
lishers,  manufacturers  and  dealers  dead  since  March  last,  6. 

With  the  exception  of  one  arrest,  this  has  all  been  done  since  the  2d  of 
last  March  ;  and  with  the  exception  of  about  three  arrests,  the  whole  work; 
has  been  accomplished  by  myself,  or  under  my  own  supervision,  so  that  1 1 
know  whereof  I  speak. 

There  are  various  ways  by  which  this  vile  stuff  has  been  disseminated. 
First,  by  advertising  in  the  above  named  papers.  Some  weeks  there  is  not 
a  single  advertisement  in  some  of  the  papers  that  is  not  designed  either  to 
cheat  or  defraud,  or  intended  to  be  a  medium  of  sending  out  these  accursed 
books  and  articles.  For  instance,  I  have  arrested  a  number  of  persons,  one 
in  particular,  who  advertised  a  musical  album,  to  be  sent  for  fifty  cents.  I 
sent  the  fifty  cents,  and  received  back  a  catalogue  of  obscene  books,  with 
the  following  card  attached  : 

“  The  album  is  only  a  pretense  to  enable  us  to  forward  you  a  catalogue 
of  our  fancy  books.  Should  you  order  any  of  these  books,  your  fifty  cents 
will  be  credited.” 

It  is  needless  to  say,  I  ordered,  then  arrested  him,  locked  him  up  in  the 
New  Haven  jail,  and  he  has  been  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury  in  the  United 
States  Court  of  Connecticut,  and  now  is  he.d  in  bail  for  trial.  In  the  samJ 
way,  by  advertising  beautiful  views  or  pictures  of  some  celebrated  place  01 
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person,  these  men  receive  answers  from  innocent  persons  for  these  pictures 
and  among  the  pictures  sent  will  be  one  or  more  of  these  obscene  pictures, 
and  catalogues  of  these  vile  books  and  rubber  goods.  For  be  it  known 
that  wherever  these  books  go,  or  catalogues  of  these  books,  there  you  will 
ever  find,  as  almost  indispensable,  a  complete  list  of  rubber  articles  for 
masturbation  or  for  the  professed  prevention  of  conception. 

Secondly.  These  abominations  are  disseminated  by  these  men  first  ob¬ 
taining  the  addresses  of  scholars  and  students  in  our  schools  and  colleges, 
and  then  forwarding  these  circulars.  They  secure  thousands  of  names  in 
this  way,  by  either  sending  for  a  catalogue  of  schools,  seminaries,  and  col¬ 
leges,  under  the  pretense  of  sending  a  child  to  attend  these  places,  or  else 
by  sending  out  a  circular  purporting  to  be  getting  up  a  directory  of  all  the 
scholars  and  students  in  schools  and  colleges  in  the  United  States,  or  of 
taking  the  census  of  all  the  unmarried  people,  and  offering  to  pay  five  cents 
per  name  for  lists  so  sent.  I  need  not  say  that  the  money  is  seldom  or 
never  sent,  but  I  do  say  that  these  names,  together  with  those  that  come  in 
reply  to  advertisements,  are  sold  to  other  parties  ;  so  that  when  a  man 
desires  to  engage  in  this  nefarious  business,  he  has  only  to  purchase  a  list 
of  these  names,  and  then  your  child,  be  it  a  son  or  daughter,  is  as  liable  to 
have  thrust  into  its  hands,  all  unbeknown  to  you,  one  of  these  devilish  cata¬ 
logues. 

You  will  please  observe  that  this  business  is  carried  on  principally  by  the 
agency  of  the  United  States  mails,  and  there  is  no  law  to-day  by  which  we 
can  interfere  with  the  sending  out  of  these  catalogues  and  circulars  through 
the  mail,  except  they  are  obscene  on  their  face  ;  and  there  are  scores  of  men 
that  are  supporting  themselves  and  families  to-day  by  sending  out  these 
rubber  goods,  &c.,  through  the  mails,  that  I  cannot  touch  for  want  of  law. 
There  are  men  in  Philadelphia,  in  Chicago,  in  Boston,  and  other  places,  who 
are  doing  this  business,  that  I  could  easily  detect  and  convict,  if  the  law  was 
only  sufficient.  There  was  one  year  ago  published  in  and  about  New  York 
and  vicinity,  144  different  obscene  books.  I  have  seized  the  stereotyped 
plates,  steel  and  copper  plates,  &c.,  for  142  of  these  books.  There  were  four 
publishers  on  the  2d  of  last  March  ;  to-day  three  of  these  are  in  their  graves, 
and  it  is  charged  by  their  friends  that  I  worried  them  to  death.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  I  am  sure  that  the  world  is  better  without  them.  One  man,  since 
the  year  1842,  (according  to  his  account  book  that  I  have,)  has  published  some 
eighteen  or  twenty  different  books,  and  has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
arrested,  but  has  for  years  been  the  victim  of  black-mail  by  the  detectives  of 
New  York  city,  and  in  this  manner  has  been  practically  licensed  by  them  to 
do  this  business. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  state,  that  the  refusal  of  President  Grant 
to  pardon  those  who  have  been  convicted  of  this  offense  in  the  United  States 
Courts,  and  of  Gov.  Hoffman  those  who  have  been  convicted  in  this  State  in 
the  State  Courts,  has  sent  dismay  into  the  camp  of  these  men,  and  will  go 
very  far  toward  checking  this  business.  The  district-attorney  and  his  depu¬ 
ties  are  ready  to  prosecute  any  and  all  cases  when  they  are  brought  to  their 
notice,  and  there  is  no  question  about  these  men  having  justice  done  them  if 
convicted  before  any  of  our  judges  ;  so  that  all  we  want  to  break  up  this 
nefarious  business,  is  a  broader  law.  I  present  these  facts  for  your  con¬ 
sideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANTHONY  COMSTOCK. 

Hon.  C.  L.  Merriam,  House  of  Representatives,  Washington. 

Since  the  destruction  of  stereotyped  plates  of  old  books,  secret 
circulars  have  been  discovered  of  a  notice  to  dealers  that  “  twelve 
new  books  are  in  course  of  preparation  and  will  soon  be  ready  for 
delivery.” 

I  believe  the  calling  of  the  attention  of  the  country  to  this  mon¬ 
strous  crime,  and  the  determination  of  the  Representatives  of  the 


people  in  Congress  to  go  to  the  farthest  constitutional  point  within 
their  power  of  legislation  for  its  annihilation,  will  incite  every  State 
Legislature  to  enact  similar  laws  for  its  final  destruction. 

The  victims  of  this  traffic  have  filled  the  prisons  and  mad-hous 
of  our  land ;  hence  every  instinct  of  political  economy  deman  i 
prompt  and  vigorous  action  from  good  men  everywhere.  The  Prison 
Association  of  New  York  says  : 

Good  men  have  ever  lamented  the  pernicious  influence  of  a  depraved  and 
perverted  literature,  but  such  literature  has  never  been  so  systematically  and 
widely  diffused  as  at  the  present  time.  This  is  owing  to  two  causes  ;  its 
cheapness,  and  the  facility  of  conveyance  by  steamboat  and  rail-car.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  works  thus  put  in  circulation,  are  of  the  worst  char¬ 
acter,  tending  to  corrupt  the  principles,  to  inflame  the  passions,  to  excite 
impure  desire,  and  to  spread  a  blight  over  all  the  powers  of  the  soul.  Broth¬ 
els  are  recruited  from  this  more  than  any  other  one  source.  Those  who 
search  the  trunks  of  convicted  criminals,  are  almost  sure  to  find  in  them 
one  or  more  of  these  works  ;  and  few  prisoners  who  can  read  at  all  fail  to 
enumerate  among  the  causes  which  led  them  into  crime,  the  unhealthy  stim¬ 
ulus  of  this  depraved  and  pernicious  literature. 

We  read  in  an  English  journal  that— - 

The  English  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice  has  destroyed  129,681 
indecent  prints  ;  16,220  illustrated  books,  five  tons  of  letter-press  of  the 
same  sort;  16,005  sheets  of  songs,  besides  copper  plates,  printing  presses, 
&c.  The  funds  of  the  society  are  contributed  by  private  individuals,  and 
each  prosecution  costs  $150.  In  New  York  there  are  firms  having  agents 
widely  scattered  whose  diabolical  mission  is  to  introduce  filthy  books  and 
pictures  to  schools.  Surely  a  society  for  the  suppression  of  vice  might  find 
supporters  in  New  York. 

Another  influential  newspaper,  alluding  to  this  subject,  says : 

It  seems  that  the  same  terrible  evil,  though  in  a  form  not  as  gross,  yet, 
perhaps,  for  that  verj'  reason  more  dangerous,  is  found  in  England.  As  re¬ 
marked  by  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  a  conference  with  the  managers  of  va¬ 
rious  societies  in  Glasgow,  these  poisonous  productions  have  lost  the  gross¬ 
ness  which  they  formerly  possessed,  and  according  to  the  same  authority 
were  working  with  such  a  pestilential  force  that,  unless  they  were  counter¬ 
acted  by  some  means,  in  a  few  years  there  would  creep  in  such  refined  ini- 
quitt',  profligacy,  and  corruption,  that  it  would  defy  all  the  chapels,  all  the 
mission-houses,  all  the  agencies  they  possessed,  to  meet  this  enormous  evil. 
His  lordship  added  that  murder,  as  well  as  other  forms  of  crime,  had  been 
traced  to  the  influence  of  these  licentious  publications,  yet  the  evil  was  so 
insidiously  conveyed  in  the  English  productions,  that  in  his' opinion  “there 
was  no  power  of  law  which  would  enable  them  to  meet  this  clanger  and  diffi¬ 
culty.  He  was  quite  certain  that  there  did  not  exist  a  lawyer  who  would  be 
able  to  draw  a  clause  in  an  act  of  Parliament  that  would  meet  these  abomi¬ 
nations.  He  had  put  it  before  persons  of  discrimination  and  knowledge  on 
these  matters,  and  they  had  seen  the  whole  force  and  the  whole  venom,  but 
they  had  always  said  that  that  could  not  be  brought  within  the  reach  of  any 
law  at  all.” 

It  is  said  that  the  grossness  which  appears  to  be  absent  from  this  de¬ 
praved  literature  in  Great  Britain,  is  made  up  by  the  importation  of  obscene 
publications  from  the  United  States. 

Englishmen  deal  less  tenderly  than  we  in  what  tends  to  demoral¬ 
ize  their  youth.  Long  ago  the  filthy  newspaper  publications  of 
New  York  were  suppressed  in  London. 

A  leading  New  York  paper  says : 
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It  is  the  duty  of  every  parent  and  every  teacher  to  be  continually  on  the 
alert  to  thwart  the  introduction  of  this  moral  leprosy  among  those  intrusted 
to  their  guardianship.  It  is  awarding  but  too  well  established  fact,  that  no 
child  who  goes  to  a  school  of  any  kind  in  this  vicinity,  or  even  passes  along 
the  street  with  other  children,  is  safe  from  the  sly  distributors  of  these  pesti¬ 
lent  publications.  In  repeated  instances  of  late,  the  most  careful  of  parents 
and  instructors  have  been  shocked  to  find  such  books  and  pictures  in 
the  possession  of  children  of  nine  or  ten  years,  who  had  received  them 
as  gifts,  with  an  injunction  to  keep  them  concealed,  and  particular  in¬ 
formation  as  to  where  others  might  be  bought.  Such  agencies  of  pollu¬ 
tion  operate  so  rapidly  in  soiling  the  purity  of  children’s  minds,  and  cor¬ 
rupting  their  lives,  that  teachers  and  parents  cannot  possibly  be  too  vigilant 
in  guarding  against  these  baits  of  the  devil. 

With  the  passage  of  this  bill  I  shall  have  performed  a  most  unin¬ 
viting  duty.  No  man,  even  when  impelled  by  a  conscientious  con¬ 
viction  of  official  duty,  goes  willingly  down  into  the  gutters  of  human 
depravity  to  act  as  scavenger  to  root  out  moral  deformities. 

He  fights  to  advantage  who  knows  his  enemy.  The  good  men  of 
this  country  who  regard  their  homes  as  their  sanctuaries,  warned  by 
this  exposure,  will  act  with  determined  energy  to  protect  what  they 
hold  most  precious  in  life- — the  holiness  and  purity  of  their  firesides. 

A  bill  for  the  suppression  of  trade  in,  and  circulation  of,  obscene 
literature  and  articles  of  immoral  use. 

That  whoever,  within  the  District  of  Columbia  or  any  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  or  other  place  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  shall  sell,  or  lend,  or  give  away,  or  in  any  manner  exhibit,  or 
shall  offer  to  sell,  or  to  lend,  or  to  give  away,  or  in  any  manner  to  exhibit,  or 
shall  otherwise  publish  or  offer  to  publish  in  any  manner,  or  shall  have  in 
his  possession,  for  any  such  purpose  or  purposes,  any  obscene  book,  pam¬ 
phlet,  paper,  writing,  advertisement,  circular,  print,  picture,  drawing,  or 
other  representation,  figure,  or  image  on  or  of  paper  or  other  material,  or 
any  cast,  instrument,  or  other  article  of  an  immoral  nature,  or  any  drug  or 
medicine,  or  any  article  whatever,  for  the  prevention  of  conception,  or  for 
causing  unlawful  abortion,  or  shall  advertise  the  same  for  sale,  or  shall  write 
or  print,  or  cause  to  be  written  or  printed,  any  card,  circular,  book,  pamphlet, 
advertisement,  or  notice  of  any  kind,  stating  when,  where,  how,  or  of  whom, 
or  by  what  means,  any  of  the  articles  in  this  section  hereinbefore  mentioned 
can  be  purchased  or  obtained,  or  shall  manufacture,  draw,  or  print,  or  in  any 
wise  make  any  of  such  articles,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  criminal 
jurisdiction  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  Territory  or  place  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  where  such  misdemeanor 
shall  have  been  committed  ;  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  he  shall  be  impris¬ 
oned  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  for  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more 
than  five  years  for  each  offense,  or  fined  not  less  than  $100  nor  more  than 
$2,000,  with  costs  of  court. 

Sec.  2.  That  section  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  of  the  act  to  revise,  con¬ 
solidate,  and  amend  the  statutes  relating  to  the  Post  Office  Department, 
approved  June  8,  1872,  be  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  148.  That  no  obscene,  lewd,  or  lascivious  book,  pamphlet,  picture, 
paper,  print,  or  other  publication  of  an  indecent  character,  or  any  article  or 
thing  designed  or  intended  for  the  prevention  of  conception  or  procuring  of 
abortion,  nor  any  article  or  thing  intended  or  adapted  for  any  indecent  or 
immoral  use  or  nature,  nor  any  written  or  printed  card,  circular,  book,  pam¬ 
phlet,  advertisement,  or  notice  of  any  kind  giving  information,  directly'  or 
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indirectly,  where,  or  how,  or  of  whom,  or  by  what  means  either  of  the  things 
before  mentioned  may  be  obtained  or  made,  nor  any  letter  upon  the  envelope 
of  which,  or  postal  card  upon  which  indecent  or  scurrilous  epithets  may  be 
written  or  printed,  shall  be  carried  in  the  mail ;  and  any  person  who  shall 
knowingly  deposit,  or  cause  to  be  deposited,  for  mailing  or  delivery,  any  ot 
the  hereinbefore-mentioned  articles  or  things,  or  any  notice,  or  paper  contain¬ 
ing  any  advertisement  relating  to  the  aforesaid  articles  or  things,  and  any 
person  who,  in  pursuance  of  any  plan  or  scheme  for  disposing  of  any  of  the 
hereinbefore-mentioned  articles  or  things,  shall  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken, 
from  the  mail  any  such  letter  or  package,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis¬ 
demeanor,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall,  for  every  offense,  be  fined  not 
less  than  $ioo  nor  more  than  $5,000,  or  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less 
than  one  year  nor  more  than  ten  years,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  judge. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  persons  are  prohibited  from  importing  into  the  United 
States,  from  any  foreign  country',  any  of  the  hereinbefore-mentioned  articles 
or  things,  except  the  drugs  hereinbefore  mentioned  when  imported  in  bulk, 
and  not  put  up  for  any  of  the  purposes  before  mentioned  ;  and  all  such  pro¬ 
hibited  articles  in  the  course  of  importation  shall  be  detained  by  the  officer 
of  customs,  and  proceedings  taken  against  the  same  under  section  five  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  4.  That  whoever,  being  an  officer,  agent,  or  employee  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  shall  knowingly  aid  or  abet  any  person  engaged 
in  any  violation  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and, 
on  conviction  thereof,  shall,  for  every  offense,  be  punished  as  provided  in 
section  two  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  That  any  judge  of  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  proper  district,  before  whom  complaintin  writing  of  any  violation 
of  this  act  shall  be  made,  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  judge,  and  founded  on 
knowledge  or  belief,  and,  if  upon  belief,  setting  forth  the  grounds  of  such 
belief,  and  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  complainant,  may  issue, 
conformable  to  the  Constitution,  a  warrant  directed  to  the  marshal,  or  any 
deputy  marshal,  in  the  proper  district,  directing  him  to  search  for,  seize,  and 
take  possession  of  any  such  article  or  thing  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  to 
make  due  and  immediate  return  thereof,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be 
condemned  and  destroyed  by  proceedings,  which  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  proceedings  in  case  of  municipal  seizure,  and  with 
the  same  right  of  appeal  or  writ  of  error  :  Provided,  Nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  as  repealing  the  one  hundred  and  forty-eighth  section  of  the 
act  to  which  this  is  amendatory,  or  as  affecting  any  indictments  heretofore 
found  or  offenses  against  the  same,  and  the  said  indictments  may  be  prose¬ 
cuted  to  judgment  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  enacted. 

Passed  both  Houses  March  1,  1873. 


